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Foreword 

 

It is rapidly approaching 15 years since I first attended a Parish Council meeting in the school 

at Haselbury as the newly elected District Councillor and since then I have seen many 

changes, from the tragic loss of the Village Hall to the fantastic development of the Park and 

the sad closure of the shop.  Over that time the Community has changed and Parish 

Councillors have come and gone, but with most making a positive contribution during their 

time in office.  We are all guardians of the communities we live in and often the things we do 

today will set the mark for what the village looks and feels like for future generations who 

will live there. 

  

I really do welcome this Village Plan, which has been developed following extensive 

consultation.  This is a plan by the village, for the village and is a statement about what is 

important for the community of Haselbury and where you, the villagers, want to see that 

community in the years to come.  Often it is about balance in ensuring that the village is 

somewhere residents want to live and can afford to live.  All our rural villages are struggling 

with the same issues as a result of us living longer, and the high cost of village housing.  This 

means fewer young families and more over the retirement age.  These factors should not be 

ignored and I am pleased that, through this plan, they are recognised.  A thriving village 

needs children and families of all age groups whereas a retirement cluster with just older 

residents and second homes provides peace and tranquillity but no vibrancy.  I am a strong 

supporter of Village Plans as an important expression of local feeling and, where they have 

been prepared responsibly by the whole community, then they should be used to guide the y 

authorities, such as the District Council, to make sure they are responding to the needs and 

wishes of local people.  However, as always, there is a health check.  Sitting above all of us is 

the Government and their agenda and, like it or not, we are not in full control of our destiny.  

The District Council has to follow the Government agenda, whoever is in power, and in 

doing so we cannot always fully meet the needs and aspirations of our villages, but that 

shouldn’t ever stop us from trying!     

  

This Plan is a tremendous start to shaping the future for Haselbury Plucknett and I pay tribute 

to those who have done so much to bring it to this stage.  I look forward to working with both 

the village and Parish Council to take the Plan to the next stage, that of delivery on those 

aspects of the Plan that the community value the most. 

  

 
Ric Pallister OBE  

Leader, South Somerset District Council 



 
 

 

Introduction 

 

What is a Village Plan? 

 

“The development of Parish Plans and Village Design Statements is seen by the District 

Council as a way of identifying our communities' needs and aspirations, and being better 

placed to respond to these” South Somerset District Council 

 

“The Village Plan is to help the Parish Council, Local Authorities and village groups and 

volunteers work towards getting things we want for our village now and in the future. 

Please think of small and big ideas!” (Haselbury Plucknett Village Plan, open meeting, 

September 2013) 

 

Since 2000 villages across the country have been encouraged to develop Village or Parish 

plans.  This was part of a national initiative called Vital Villages, which was intended to 

support rural communities in shaping their own futures. 

 

This approach has been supported over the past few years with the stress on local 

involvement in decision making from the coalition government. 

 

National guidance to support Village Plans says a good village plan should: 

 

 Be comprehensive, considering all aspects of local life including social, economic and 

environmental issues of concern to the community 

 Involve the whole community; everyone should have a chance to have their say and 

get involved in producing a Parish Plan 

 Be based upon information provided by community participation, surveys and 

research 

 Involve Local Authorities with the process 

 Be focused on creating an action plan with a clear statement of Who? What? Why? 

and How? 

 

Why have we chosen to do a Village Plan for Haselbury Plucknett? 

 

South Somerset District Council has encouraged communities in its area to draw up Village 

Plans under the overall guidance of the Parish Council.  This is an optional process, but many 

of our surrounding villages have now done this.  These include Hardington, Merriott, Hinton 

St George, and the Seavingtons, and these villages have all made progress to achieving things 

they felt were important as a result of the Village Plan process. 

 

Specifically, as a Parish Council, we chose to undertake a Village Plan at this moment 

because: 

 

• We thought it was important we made an effort to test views on key issues for our 

community 



 
 

• We had received advice from our District Councillor that it is important to have a 

village plan to inform conversations about development and to guide statutory 

authorities 

• We wanted to make sure that a Village Plan was in place for Haselbury to make the 

most of future opportunities for our village 

 

Throughout this process we knew the plan would only be worthwhile if we were able to get 

good involvement and support from as many people in the village as possible, so that the plan 

is representative of the community as a whole, and we feel this has been achieved. 

 

Haselbury Plucknett – our village 

 

Our village of Haselbury Plucknett is a medium sized South Somerset village, just east of the 

market town of Crewkerne, and close to the border with West Dorset. 

 

As a parish it covers a large area, but at its core is the village of Haselbury Plucknett, which 

has a historic conservation area at its centre, but is spread out along three distinct roads 

(North Street, Puddletown, and Claycastle), each forming its own community within the 

village. 

 

Our village has a long and interesting history.  Haselbury was a Saxon Manor that was given 

to a Norman knight, Alan de Plugenet, giving us our village name.  In the twelfth century we 

had our own saint – Wulfric – whose remains are buried under the Church.  Village legend 

says the sails for the Mayflower were woven in Haselbury – and certainly the strong tradition 

of weaving and cloth making can be seen in some of the buildings we have today.  At the 

beginning of the twentieth century when the folk song collector Cecil Sharp was collecting 

traditional English songs he came to Haselbury to hear our local singers. 

 

This history has shaped our village today.  There is a good mix of housing – including a 

range of historical buildings towards the village centre, a number of more modern houses and 

bungalows largely built in the 1970s and 1980s, and some recently rebuilt former social 

housing, now run by a housing association.  We have a popular primary school, a village pub 

a church, chapel (with Bible Christian Centre), and a number of businesses, including a large 

farming business.  The centre of the village remains very rural in nature, with historical farm 

buildings at the top and bottom of Church Lane. 

 

Looking at the 2011 census, some of the key points for Haselbury included: 

 

• There were 744 people living in the parish in 317 households 

• 25% of our population are over 65 (50% more than the national average) 

• We have fewer young people than the national average 

• We have nearly 10 times as many people in agricultural occupations than the national 

average, and more people are self employed too 

• Although many in our community could be said to be affluent, there are also some 

markers of hardship often found in rural areas (low incomes, poor housing, difficulties 

with transport) 



 
 

We benefit from many features of a strong community.  There are a number of village groups 

and associations, ranging from Speedwatch to the Women’s Institute.  Some of these, such as 

the gardening club, have a membership that is also based on the inhabitants of our 

neighbouring village, North Perrott.  We have a good community spirit, seen in such events 

as the May Fair, recent Jubilee celebrations and the newly established community orchard.  

But we have also lost a number of aspects of village life over the past 10-15 years, including 

our village shop and post office, and our village hall.  Part of the purpose of undertaking the 

village plan was to test the views in our community about how important this sense of village 

life is to people and whether there is the appetite to do anything about the aspects that have 

been lost or may be threatened in the future. 

 

Haselbury Plucknett Parish Council 

 

We benefit from having an active parish council in Haselbury, which has supported and 

initiated the development of this Village Plan.  In addition to the usual duties of a Parish 

Council – which include representing the views of the community on planning applications 

and highways issues – our Parish Council: 

 

 Runs The Park, the playing field and children’s playground at the site of the former 

village hall.  As well as a range of play equipment there is a football field and this 

year in 2014 we have arranged for a grass running track to be in place.  The Park is 

supported by a range of fundraising, and as part of this the Parish Council organises 

the village 100 Club 

 We help to care for our village environment, co-ordinating the work of the Parish 

Lengthsman, and we make annual arrangements for hedge cutting, ditch maintenance 

and winter road gritting 

 We run the Jared Gear almshouses, a much appreciated facility in the village 

 

How did we undertake the village plan? 

 

We have developed this village plan over the past twelve months or so, using a variety of 

approaches to gain the views of people in Haselbury.  These included: 

 

• Discussion in parish council meetings 

• Large village meeting in Church in 2013 

• Stall at May Fair, 2013 

• Planning meeting with South Somerset District Council, 2013 

• Smaller planning meetings 

• Information from church, chapel, school 

• Open meeting September 2013 

• Open meeting March 2014 

. 

 



 
 

 
 

Following these events we identified a number of key themes that were important to people 

in the village, and that were being commented on in the meetings being held.  The most 

commonly raised issues were: 

 

• Village Hall 

• Road Safety 

• Housing 

• Older and younger people 

• Village school 

• Village shop 

• Village businesses 

• Village life 

 

We had already collected a large amount of comment and suggestions about these themes, 

but we wanted to explore them further in the questionnaire. 

 

We recognised from looking at other village plans the importance of a questionnaire in 

getting people’s views on the issues raised.  We used examples we had seen in other village 

plans to develop our own questionnaire, and also took advice from South Somerset District 

Council on the format and questions.  The questionnaire was distributed to all households in 

February 2014, together with their copy of the parish news.  We held a drop-in event in 

March to encourage completion, and as a further incentive the Parish Council supported a 

£50 prize draw for returned questionnaires for people happy to include their name and 

address, although it was possible to return them anonymously too! 

 

Questionnaire results 

 

The following section includes the questionnaire results.  The questionnaire was answered by 

125 people, representing households containing nearly 200 village residents, and over 25% of 

the population of the parish, and more of the actual village itself. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=643873175636487&set=a.384231041600703.92753.367413063282501&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=643873175636487&set=a.384231041600703.92753.367413063282501&type=1&relevant_count=1


 
 

Questions 1 and 2: Who answered the 

questionnaire? 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 75 questionnaires were returned, 

representing households including 

over 160 people 

 The gender and age balance of 

returned questionnaires is broadly 

representative of the population as 

a whole, although older residents 

are particularly well represented 

and younger people under 

represented 

 There is a good geographical 

spread of response across the 

village, but Newclose and 

Stonesfield are under represented 

in the responses received 

 125 people completed the whole 

questionnaire 

 

Questions 4-6: Housing and development 

 

 
 

• Affordable family housing is the 

most favoured 

• There is also support for supported 

homes for the elderly and started 

homes 

• A significant minority feel no 

further homes are needed in the 

village 

 

 



 
 

 
 

• Small scale development of single 

or small groups is the clear 

preference.  Larger developments 

would not be supported 

• Conversion of redundant buildings 

is the most favoured option 

• Infill locations are preferred.  There 

is concern about the eroding of a 

village identity 

 

Questions 7-9: Transport 

 

 
 

 

 
 

• A minority of people returning the 

questionnaire have transport 

difficulties 

• There is small interest in a 

volunteer driver scheme, but there 

were comments about the value of 

a scheme in the future 

• We did not ask a question about 

use of the bus service, but there is 

support for all the options 

 

Questions 10-11: Traffic and road safety 
 

 
 

 



 
 

• Traffic and road safety was a key 

issue in all village plan meetings 

• The top three problems are lack of 

pavements, speed of traffic and 

speed/volume of tractors 

• There is most support for automatic 

devices showing speed; more 

pavements and a lower speed limit 

are also supported 
 

Questions 12-14: Village Information 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

• The parish news is the most 

important source of information for 

respondents, notice board and word 

of mouth are also important 

• Existing websites are not used 

extensively 

• There is strong support for a 

village website but a mix of 

information sources is needed 

• A significant number of people 

chose not to answer question 14, 

perhaps indicating these issues are 

not very important, but more sign 

posts for walkers was the issue 

highlighted 
 

Questions 15-16: A Village Hall 
 

 
 

 
 

• A clear majority of those who 

responded wanted to see a Village 

Hall in Haselbury.   This was also 

reflected in comments made at 

village plan meetings 



 
 

• There are mixed views on where 

this should be, but a majority 

would favour a site close to the 

centre of the village 

 

Question 17: Village environment 

 

 
 

• Maintaining the rural feel of the 

village is important to residents.  

This should be central when 

considering planning and 

development, as should the 

preservation of the conservation 

area 

• Bins for dog walkers, tidier hedges 

and weed control are important 

issues for some village residents 

 

Question 18: Footpaths 

 

 
 

• Most people know where the 

village footpaths are, but some 

improvements could be made to 

signposting 

• Most people can use them without 

difficulty, but some could be better 

maintained 

 

Question 19: Village businesses 

 

 
 

• The idea of a village shop is 

supported by a clear majority of 

those who responded 

• Small offices/industrial units are 

not welcomed by the majority who 

responded 

• There is majority support for 

encouraging agricultural and 

farming businesses 

 

 



 
 

Recommendations and action plan 

 

A good village plan needs to be focused clearly on recommendations and an action plan. 

 

The following recommendations and actions have been informed by the open meetings, 

discussion at Parish Council meetings, knowledge of our community by parish councillors 

and the results of the questionnaire. 

 

Area 1: Road Safety 

 

• Road safety is a significant concern in the village 

• The parish council should ask for a formal meeting with the County Council to review 

road safety and to discuss the comments received during this process and other 

concerns already known 

• There is widespread support for: automatic devices to show driver speeds; reducing 

the speed limit and more pavements.  The parish council should discuss how to 

progress these suggestions with the County Council and agree what change is possible 

• A reduction in speed limit to 20 mph should be made for all areas of the main village 

without pavements 

• The parish council should ask for an annual review of road safety with the County 

Council in an open meeting, with District and County Councillors present 

• The parish council should write to those farms/contractors known to drive tractors 

regularly through the village with an expression of concern that the speed limit is 

adhered to 

 

Area 2: Village environment and development 

 

• There is no support for significant development in the village.  Development should 

be small scale and be in sympathy with the existing village environment 

• A key consideration for future development should be to minimise the impact of 

further parked vehicles 

• The rural nature of the village is prized by its residents.  There should be no creeping 

development beyond the existing village boundary.  The focus for development 

should be infill and the conversion of redundant buildings, but with respect for the 

character of the village.  Rural features should be maintained as part of the village 

environment wherever possible 

• The conservation area should be preserved, and particular account should be taken of 

this environment when considering changes 

• At a subsequent date the parish council may wish to consider asking for a review of 

the environment of the conservation area in order to preserve its special nature and 

features 

 

Area 3: A Village Hall 

 

• A clear majority of people who have participated in the village plan would like to see 

a village hall in Haselbury 



 
 

• The parish council should ask a sub-group of interested councillors to undertake a 

feasibility study, looking at the options for sites and funding and report back to the 

council within 6 months 

 

Area 4: Information and communication 

 

• The parish news is a very important source of information in the village.  No 

immediate action is needed, but the parish council should ensure every effort is made 

to support this in the future, whether that is offering financial support or encouraging 

participation in production or delivery 

• Noticeboards are also important.  The parish council should ensure provision of a 

second notice board in Puddletown and continue to support the offer of looking after 

the notice boards that has been made 

• A significant number of people would support a village website, above and beyond 

the current Facebook site.  The parish council should see if anyone is prepared to co-

ordinate this on behalf of the village, and offer such support as is necessary 

• There is considerable support for an e-mail list for village news maintained by the 

parish council or someone acting on its behalf and this should be started as soon as 

possible 

 

Area 5: Footpaths 

 

• The parish council should continue to ask for views on problems with using footpaths, 

and work with landowners to address these 

• At some point in the future a plan should be put in place to replace and improve 

footpath signs in the village, all of which are ageing and some need to be replaced 

• If there is sufficient support the parish council should encourage an individual or 

group to make regular checks of the state of footpaths and report back 

 

Area 6: Transport 

 

• There is a minority interest in a volunteer driver scheme.  The parish council should 

make contact with North Perrott to see if there is any interest in combining in the 

organisation of a scheme, and if so seek advice about how to do this (for example, 

from Age UK) 

• Ways to support the bus service should be considered.  As a first measure the bus 

stops should be clearly marked with timetables visibly displayed.  There may be the 

opportunity, in the future, to consider a bus shelter 

 

Area 7: Village businesses 

 

• The idea of a village shop would seem to be welcomed, and if an opportunity arises 

this should be supported.  However, this is a significant undertaking and it is not 

suggested any steps should be undertaken to achieve this in the foreseeable future.  

Many people regard the Farm Shop at North Perrott as their village shop 



 
 

• There is some support for the idea of a visiting Post Office, and this should be 

explored 

• There is broad support for encouraging farming and agricultural businesses in the 

village, but not for small industrial units or offices 

 

Area 8: Village Life 

 

• The village school is a vital part of village life.  All steps should be taken to support it.  

In particular the school field, rented through a private agreement, is important to the 

range of activities that the school can offer and every effort should be made to ensure 

this remains available for use by the school in the future 

• The Jared Gear almshouses are an important part of providing a range of housing in 

the village suitable for older residents and these should be well maintained and 

supported as a valuable village asset 

• Throughout the drawing up of the village plan there has been widespread appreciation 

of the importance of the village pub, The White Horse.  As part of continuing to offer 

support the parish council will investigate, in discussion with the owners, the 

possibility of designating this an essential village business, under the planning 

regulations 

 

Action Plan to be overseen by the Parish Council 

 

Action Area Timescale 

1. Organise a meeting with the County Council to 

review road safety 

Road safety 3 months 

2. Ensure there is an annual open meeting of the parish 

council to focus on road safety with the county 

council, and district and county councillors present 

Road safety Ongoing 

and 

annually 

3. Write to farms/contractors known to drive through 

Haselbury, reminding them to respect the speed limits 

Road safety 3 months 

4. Discuss statements on development and 

environment with District Councillor to ensure views 

of village known, and agree if any further action is 

required to make sure these views are reflected in 

planning decisions 

Development 3-6 

months 

5. Consider in 12 months time whether any specific 

review of conservation area is required 

Development and 

village environment 

12 months 

6. Set up a sub-group to do a feasibility study to 

identify possible sites and funding options for a village 

hall in Haselbury to report back in 6 months time 

Village Hall 6 months 

7. Ensure provision of a second village notice board Village Information  2 months 

8. See if an individual/group will co-ordinate a village 

website and e-mail list 

Village information 6 months 

9. Draw up a plan to check and replace footpath signs 

in consultation with the County Council 

Footpaths 12-24 

months 

10. Contact North Perrott PC to see if there is interest 

in volunteer driver scheme 

Transport 12 months 

11. Contact bus company to enquire about signs for Transport 12 months 



 
 

bus stops and timetables 

12. Make contact with the Post Office to see if a 

visiting service is possible 

Village life 12 months 

13. Investigate, in consultation with the owners, 

designating the village pub as an essential village asset 

Village life 12 months 

14. Review progress with this plan after one year Village plan 12 months 
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Further comment and review of the recommendations: 

 

We would welcome further comment and discussion of this plan, recommendations and the 

action plan.  Please make comments to any member of the Parish Council or e-mail them to 

Roger Davis, the Parish Clerk (rogerdavis577@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


